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1. The Chairman, Ms. Katie Sims, called the October 17, 2011 meeting of the 

Houma Board of Adjustments to order at 2:02 p.m., followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance, led by Mr. John Tipton.  

 

2. Upon Roll Call, those members present were Ms. Katie Sims, Mr. David Blum, 

Mr. Pete Konos, Mr. Joe Harris and Mr. John Tipton, Jr and alternate member Mr. 

Willie Newton. There were no members absent. Also present was Mr. Patrick 

Gordon, Planning & Zoning Director and Jennifer Robinson, Senior Planner for 

the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government  

 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS:   None 

 

4. AGENDA ITEM 4, APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2011. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Blum, seconded by Mr. Harris and Mr. Tipton and Mr. 

Blum, that the minutes of the September 19, 2011 meeting be approved.  THERE 

BEING NO OPPOSITION, THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Administrative Decision Appeal:  Appeal of Terrebonne Parish Planning 

Department’s decision that a helipad at 474 Keeley Ann Drive is not classified as 

a “private landing strip” and should not be considered as a residential accessory 

use in the R-1 (Single-Family Residential) zoning district; property located at 474 

Keeley Ann Drive; Jon Gonsoulin, applicant.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Keneth Rembert, representing the applicant, who 

stated that applicant would like to land his helicopter to the rear of his property at 

474 Keeley Ann Drive. Mr. Rembert stated that the applicant’s plan to enter and 

exit the property with the helicopter from across or down the Intracoatal Canal to 

the West and not flying over the any of the homes in the subdivision. The 

applicant also presented other options of flight to avoid flying over homes in the 

subdivision.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Lynn Kelly of 402 Tulip Drive who voiced his 

concerns of having a helipad in the area. Mr. Kelly stated that he is opposed to the 

request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Ruben Williams of 368 Tulip Drive who voiced his 

concerns of having a helipad in the area.  Mr. Williams stated that he is opposed 

to the request. 

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Berwick Duval of 376 Tigerlily Drive who is 

asking the board to approve the request.  Mr. Duval stated his thoughts on how 

the Board could place conditions on the approval and prevent a rezoning to I-1 

(Light Industrial) on this property which he would be opposed to.  
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The Chairman recognized Mr. Gordon who stated that the Board could delay 

action of this appeal until the Parish Attorney could review all information and 

consider the best avenue for the applicant.  

 

The Chairman recognized State Representative Gordon Dove who stated that his 

family owns property next to and in the area of 474 Keeley Ann Drive. 

Representative Dove stated that he is asking the Board to approve the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Tony Alford of 225 Ouiski Bayou Drive who 

stated that he owns property in the area of 474 Keeley Ann Drive. Mr. Alford 

stated that he is asking the Board to approve the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Ms. Laurie Shannon of 350 Tigerlily Drive who stated 

that she is in favor of approval of the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mrs. Barbara McCleary who stated that she owns 

property and a camp in the area and that she is in favor of approval of the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mrs. Kathryn Richard of 408 Tigerlily Drive who 

stated that she is in favor of the Board approving the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Ray Rhymes, Attorney representing the applicant.  

Mr. Rhymes stated that there are a number of residents who are not objecting to 

the request in a position.  He stated that this accessory use will be for personal use 

for means of transport. Mr. Rhymes stated that he believes that the Board could 

condition the request and ask that the Board overturn the appeal.   

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Jon Gonsoulin of 474 Keeley Ann Drive who 

stated that the ingress and egress to the helipad would be over the Intracoastal and 

not over the subdivision and that the noise would be minimal. Mr. Gonsoulin is 

asking the Board to approve the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Mark Bourgeios of 461 Keeley Ann Drive who 

stated that he has no objections to the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Councilman Clayton Voisin of 6425 Grand Caillou 

Road who stated that the area in question resides in Council District 7.  

Councilman Voisin stated that he received several calls in support of the request. 

He asked that the Board consider an accessory use acceptance with a signed 

affidavit that the applicant will not fly in opposition or outside of FAA 

regulations.  

  

The Chairman recognized Mr. Ruben Williams who wanted to discuss an email 

he received regarding a pending sale of property in the area relating to the 

outcome of this request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Berwick Duval who stated that he is the person 

interested in purchasing the property discussed in the email but it was on hold 

pending a possible rezone and not this matter.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Jon Gonsoulin who stated that he owns lots 11 & 

12 on Tigerlily Drive. 

 

The Chairman recognized Ms. Robinson who stated that the applicant is appealing 

the Terrebonne Parish Planning Department’s decision that a helipad is not 

classified as a “private landing strip” and should not be considered as a residential 

accessory use in the R-1 (Single-Family) district. She stated that the property at 

474 Keeley Anne Drive is zoned R-1 (Single Family Residential).  She stated that 

since 2010, the applicant has frequently landed a private helicopter on the 

property and that the TPCG Planning Department issued an administrative 

decision that the use a portion of the property as a “heliport” or “private landing 
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strip” does not qualify as a residential accessory use.  She stated that previous to 

that decision, Terrebonne Parish Planning & Zoning Department issued two 

Notices of Violation to Mr. Gonsoulin for use of the property of a private landing 

strip/heliport and when the violation persisted, staff turned the matter over the 

legal department on September 20, 2011. 

 

Mrs. Robinson stated that on August 30, 2011, staff met with Mr. Gonsoulin’s 

lawyer, Mr. Darryl Christen, Attorney at Law, regarding this matter.  She stated 

that Staff and Mr. Darryl Christen discussed many options to bring the property 

into compliance, including the rezoning of at least 5 acres of the property to I-1 

(Light Industrial) was discussed at this meeting and at this meeting, staff notified 

the applicant’s representative of their administrative decision that they would not 

classify a heliport or private landing strip as a residential accessory use.   

 

Mrs. Robinson stated that in addition to this request to appeal an Administrative 

Decision, an application to rezone 5 acres of the property to I-1 (Light Industrial) 

has also been submitted and will go to a public hearing at the Houma-Terrebonne 

Regional Planning Commission on November 17, 2011, after which it will be 

forwarded to the Parish Council for final action.  She stated that the applicant has 

indicated that should this request be approved by the Board of Adjustment, he will 

withdraw the rezoning application.  She stated that Staff notes that the applicant 

has continued to use the property as a heliport/private landing strip since submittal 

of the rezoning application and this appeal to the Board of Adjustment. She stated 

that Staff has received multiple phone calls from adjacent property owners in 

opposition to this request and Staff recommends denial of the request.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Konos who asked questions to Mr. Lynn Kelly and 

Mr. Ruben Williams regarding their opposition. 

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Lynn Kelly who addressed Mr. Gonsoulin being 

cited by the Parish for violations for use of the property of a private landing 

strip/heliport.  

 

The Chairman asked Mr. Gonsoulin to the podium to discuss the proposed area 

for the landing pad and materials to be used.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Blum who questioned Mr. Gonsoulin about 

receiving violation letters. 

 

Mr. Gonsoulin stated that he continued to use the helicopter at this location until 

this matter was resolved and he and his attorney didn’t see a problem with it.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Blum who asked Mr. Gonsoulin if he would 

consider certain conditions such as changing the location of the landing pad. 

 

Subsequent to discussion among the members of the Board, Mr. Konos moved, 

seconded by Mr. Harris, “THAT the Houma Board of Adjustments approve and 

grant the accessory use request conditioned that the particular helicopter remain 

as the type used, that the area be exclusively used by only the applicant, that the 

applicant adhere to the ingress and egress pattern presented to the Board along 

with FAA regulations and the construction of the pad be built with proposed 

material as presented”.  

 

The Chairman recognized Mr. Tipton who offered a substitute motion to table this 

item until more input is received from the Parish Attorney.  Motion dies due to the 

lack of a second.  

 

A vote was called on the original motion. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 YEAS:  Blum, Harris, and Sims 

 NAYS:  Blum, and Tipton 
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ABSTAINED: None 

NOT VOTING: None 

ABSENT: None 

 

THE CHAIRMAN DECLARED THE MOTION ADOPTED AND THE 

APPLICATION APPROVED. 

 

6. NEXT MEETING DATE: 

 

The next scheduled Board of Adjustments meeting will be held on November 28, 

2011.  

 

7. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBER COMMENT: None 

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

9. Mr. Harris moved, seconded by Mr. Tipton: “THAT, there being no further 

business to come before the Houma Board of Adjustments, the meeting be 

adjourned at 3:50 p.m.” NO OPPOSITION, MOTION CARRIED, CHAIRMAN 

DECLARED MOTION ADOPTED AND THE MEETING ADJOURNED. 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

John Tipton, Secretary-Treasurer 

 


