Erosion Control Measures for Contractors
Tips for Saving Time and Money with Erosion Prevention

Construction activities have the potential to create pollution in our streets and bayous that cost us money.  Water treatment, dredging, street cleaning, storm drain clogs can be costly and the general health of our bayous can be impaired.  If mud is getting into the street or drains, the site may be in violation.    
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What kinds of projects require erosion controls?

· The contractor is responsible and accountable for using BMPs on ALL construction activity, residential and commercial, where any ground will be disturbed, used for stockpiling, driven over, or used for vehicle/equipment cleaning, or dumpster placement.
Start Erosion Control Practices Early in the Process

• Preconstruction erosion control measures must be installed and approved prior to any additional ground disturbance.

• Plan ahead for permanent erosion control measures and implement them as part of the construction process, when possible.

Plan for stormwater runoff

• Determine where stormwater will enter the site and leave it.

• Divert these flows through or around disturbed areas to approved discharge locations if possible.

• Infiltrate, impound or filter stormwater.

• Pipe concentrated flows or protect flow routes with rock or plastic.

Maintain, maintain, maintain

• Inspect erosion prevention and sediment control measures daily.

• Promptly fix those that are broken, knocked out of place or that need to be reinforced or changed.

• Remove accumulated sediments to a stable site. Do not wash them into gutters or storm drains.

• Avoid additional fees by maintaining your site.

Prevent tracking soils into streets

• Avoid having to replace construction entrance during wet weather.

• Drive construction vehicles only on paved streets or on a rocked or matted pad.

• Protect and maintain stormwater inlets in the vicinity of construction activities.

Plan for the worst to accomplish the best

• Have an emergency erosion control plan for wet weather and unusual storms with extra supplies on site.
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Permit Requirements

· The contractor/developer is required to obtain a discharge permit from Louisiana DEQ when the scope of work will result in one acre or more of land being disturbed, used for stockpiling, driven over, or used for vehicle cleaning or dumpster placement.

· When a Louisiana DEQ permit is required, the contractor must also submit, with application to the parish for a building permit, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which has been approved by the Parish Engineering Department.

· The contractor is accountable for proper implementation of the SWPPP throughout the duration of work at the site.

· Failure to meet these responsibilities can be reported to the parish permit office which will task the building inspectors to investigate and, if necessary, place a stop work order on the job site.

Questions: Contact the Department of Planning and Zoning at 985-873-6567

Silt fencing only works if it is sunk into the ground.  Depending on the volume of mud or slope, a site may require multiple layers.  The barrier may need to be repaired or cleaned out during the job.  Done properly, it works!








