
Minutes 
Terrebonne Tree Board 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
6th Floor Conference Room, TPCG Bldg. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 11:40am by Chair, Laura Browning. Those members present were 

Linda Brashier, Barton Joffrion, Monica Harrison, Sandy Ostheimer, and Laura Browning. A quorum was 

present. Members absent were Trudy Hebert, Corey Messina, and Diane Theriot. There is one vacancy 

on the Board.  

Minutes from the January 13, 2015 were reviewed and on a motion by Barton Joffrion, second Sandy 

Ostheimer, were passed.  

Chris Pulaski noted that Ethics Training Certificates had not yet been received from Sandy Ostheimer 

and Corey Messina. He encouraged Board members to attend the BISCO-hosted meeting on “Are you at 

Risk? A Community Conversation on Storms, Flooding and Land Loss, March 4, 2015 at the Terrebonne 

Public Library, Main Branch. He reviewed his presentation to the Barberry Garden Club and the safety 

concerns of the members relative to the Live Oak Tree canopy in the subdivision. In other business, he 

informed the board that we would not be receiving an installation bill for the meter at Summerfield. The 

Board in November agreed to support the Summerfield Garden Club by paying for the installation of a 

meter to facilitate watering the plantings on St. Charles and San Antonio Blvd. The water department 

advised Chris that no meter was needed and the appropriate infrastructure was in place. The Ellender 

Parking Lot and the Old Bus Station Lot are completed and Dana Brown completed a walk-through of the 

projects in preparation for plantings. The Ellender Lot should be completed by May 1. The funds will 

come from the Downtown Development District and the Tree Board funded the planting designs. The 

Waterlife Museum will be completed next and will be funded by the Tree Board. The Marina plantings 

were completed on February 9, 2015. Three sweet bay magnolias, one weeping holly, and saw palms 

were installed. The Skate Park plantings were expected to be completed by the end of March 2015, 

depending on weather.  

In Old Business, Sandy Ostheimer reported on the Arbor Day Tree Distribution in January. It was very 

successful and 90% of the trees were distributed within 90 minutes. 98 Terrebonne Parish residents 

signed for trees, and approximately 20 individuals from outside of Terrebonne Parish received trees.  

Monica Harrison reported on her work with revising the Tree-Mendous Award and asked for clarification 

and support from Board members to complete the work. The purpose of the Tree-Mendous Award is to 

increase awareness of legacy trees in Terrebonne Parish. This is a modification of the previous award. 

The award will be made quarterly, and the sign will remain in place for 30 days. Eligible awardees 

include businesses, governmental bodies including recreation districts, individuals, and nonprofits. 

Nominations will be solicited from the public, and may be accepted from all eligible awardees.  



The proposed 2015 Budget was reviewed and amended. On a motion by Linda Brashier and second by 

Sandy Ostheimer, a motion to approve as amended, the 2015 Tree Board Budget. The motion was 

carried by acclamation.  

Under New Business, a discussion of the need for a stockpile of portable drip irrigation bags was heard. 

There are a number of plantings that would be more efficiently sustained by using the bags. On a motion 

by Sandy Ostheimer and second by Barton Joffrion, the Board moved to purchase portable drip 

irrigation bags spending up to $500, and storing the bags with the Vegetation Department.  

Chris presented information for the Board on the Terrebonne Parish Stormwater Management Plan and 

the importance of regionally appropriate trees planted by citizens in the community. A suggestion was 

made to place the Right Tree materials with the Bayou Board of Realtors to assist with increasing the 

green canopy and management of storm water run-off.  

In announcements, Linda Brashier reviewed the upcoming Regional Cleanest City Contest, March 17. She 

invited Board members to the opening reception at 9am.  A motion was offered by Sandy Ostheimer to 

provide a letter of support to the Terrebonne Garden Club, second by Barton Joffrion. The motion was 

carried unanimously.  

The meeting was adjourned until the next meeting, Tuesday, March 17, 2015. 

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

 


