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CHAPTER 6
ESSENTIAL COMMUNITY DESIGN

INTRODUCTION

Terrebonne Parish is blessed with an abundance
of natural resources and riches, so much so that
its residents tend to take these fgranted.These
natural resources, however, are many of the
factors that tend to define the parish and its
people and, as such, could be better used to their
advantage both culturally and economically.
These elements define the character of our
community. But community character also is
shaped by other factors such as how a community
developed historically, its landscape, history and
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do for a livingAll of these, along with our natural CECIL LAPEYROUSE

resources and riches, cdre combined into what GROCERY
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This can be done while preservitigem for future MARINE & HARDWARE SUP LY
generations touse and enjoyAs has been stated
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character is the sum of all the assets and |
attributes that make a community uniquand
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includng, but not limited to, lakes, streams,
wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat, sensitive
ecosystems, threatened species, native forests,

etc. that are protected by government regulations

or contribute significantly to the cultural heritage,
character, and emnomy of Terrebonne Parish.
Educating the public about the losigrm
importance of environmentally sensitive areas is

of high priority. The responsibility to protect and
preserve the natural environment is the
responsibility of governing agencies and users
alike.The protection of the natural environment is
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This section of the Comprehensive Plan Updaténderstanding and support for such protection.

will define those unique elements, assets, and
attributes of the parish which can be exploited
culturally to create a sense of place, and
economically to bring others into the parish to
enjoy these assetdn addition, this section will
offer specific recommendations or strategies to
achieve these ends. From a formé&ing
perspective, this section will articulate goals,
objectives, and elaborate on strategies which, if
undertaken, will lead ultimately to achievement of
the goal. This section also uses pictures and
illustrations to graphically present these concepts.

Goal 1 | Preserve the Natural Environment

Objective: Protect and Enhance Environmentally
Sensitive Areas

This element seeks to protect, preserve, and
enhance the natural environment and its quality,
which together are vitally important to the
communitycharacter of Terrebonne Parish, public
health, ecological sustainability, and resiliency.

Strategy: Educate the public on the value of
sensitive areas

An environmentally sensitive area is defined
herein as an area which contains natural features
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Recommended educational methods the Parish

(possibly in conjunction with the School Board)
should use are:

T

Develop a brochure or pamphlet that
contains multiple pieces of educational
information that could be distributed by
GAaAG2NNE OSYGiGSNE>X NBY
restaurants,  fishing, hunting, and
recreation retailers;
Developandincorporatesensitiveareas

information into boating, fishing, and
huntingclasses that may already be
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occurring;
Work with business owners to educate
consumers on sensitive areas issud®r BARATARIA-TERREBONNE

. WATION STUARY PR B e
example, educate bait shops and sl diii il .,

fishermen about invasive species that may

be used as bait; The natural environmenbf Terrebonne Parish is
Work with navigational chart producers one of its strong economic selling points and
such as the National Oceanic andshould & easily accessible to residents and
Atmospheric Aministration (NOAA) and tourists alike. Creating this accessibility via
the National Ocean Service (NOS) tdnterpretation of the Terrebonne Parish natural
includeinformation about sensitive areas environment is another method of educating the

on crlarts; A 5 public on the value of natural and sensitive areas.
/| NBI 0S 'y a! R2LJ Dne {ofS yhé Anaih Ggoals !ofddviroAmental
Program; interpretation is to help humans understand the

Work with local schools and school boardsnatural world. This helps them to form a positive,
in the region, not just in Terrebonne sustainable relationship with their environment.
Parish, to estaldh and support clubs and The Parish should create various interpretive
elective  courses that focus on programs and features throughout, whether in
environmental education through field the form of a simple, informative kiosk or nature
trips and outings; walk, or something more complex such as the
Work with and support Girl Scout and Boycreation of community based programs including
Scout Councils, garden clubs, and birdingecycling and cleanup days.

clubs to emphasize learning about the

BaratariaTerrebonneNational Estuary.

Work with and support the Baratara

Terrebonne National Estuary Program to

recruit volunteers for BTNEP replanting

and other events.
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RN / Strategy: Require buffers along commercial,
'»"‘\—/ . . . .

industrial, and dense residential development

adjacent to sensitive areas

c g’ In addition to prohibiting at grade development
Q within the actual sensitive areas, the Parish should
@ require buffers along commercial, industrial, and
dense residential development adjacent to the
@ identified sensitive areas.According to the
@ OYPANRBYYSYillt tNRGISOGAZY
or buffer zones adjacent to surface water bodies,
° such as rivers, estuaries, or wetlands, provide a
— transition between upland development and
e water bodies and areommonly used to protect
e coastal vegetation and wildlife corridors, reduce
exposure to flood hazards, and protect surface
Strategy: Prohibit at-grade development within - g § SNA o6& NBRdIzZOAYy3 | yR
sensitive areas (Mantell et al., 1990). Such buffer zones are

commonly referred to as riparian buffens many
The purpose of designating environmentally ordinances of this type.

sensitive areas is to preserve significant

environmental features from encroachment by There are several factors for delineating setbacks
development or damage from pollution. and buffer zonesThese vary with location and
Environmentally sensitive areas perform a varietyenvironment and include seasonal water levels,
of important environmental functions including the nature and extent of wetlands and
storm water drainage, flood water storage, floodplains, the steepness of adjaten
pollutant entrapment, and the provision of topography, the type of riparian vegetation, and
wildlife habitat. In South Louisiana, wetland wildlife values. The EPA further recommends
sensitive areas also serve to protect inhabitantsy a A y A YdzY 6ARGK& TF2NJ 0dzf ¥
from storm surges during tropical storms andfor low-order headwater streams with expansion
hurricanes. They can also providestrable green to as much as 200 feet or more for larger streams.
space to enhance urban aesthetics throughout then coastal areasa 106foot minimum buffer of
Parish.Sensitive areas should be chosen that wilhatural vegetation landward from the mean high
act as an overlay to work in coordination withtide line helps to remove or reduce sediment,
other zoning and development guidelines andnutrients, and toxic substances entering surface
procedures. Included in the Code of Ordinancegs | (§ SNKA ¢ 0 a 2 SuctDbuffers eish nelpd
for the Parish should be regulations prohibiting atto maintain floodplains closer to a haal state.
grade development within these zones as well as

regulations for appropriate land uses and Strategy:Maintain natural hydrology

activities along the critical edges of these zones.
In order to protect biological diversity within the
waterways of Terrebonne Parish, a physical
attribute that sets the Parish apart, it is crucial

O
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that humaninduced hydrologic alteration to protecting the natural environment.
natural ecosystems is limited=cological research
by scientists supports the fact that healthy aquaticWildlife protection also makes good business
and riparian ecosystems depend uponsense for homeowners and developeidousing
maintaining some semblance of natural developments that include natural greenways,
hydrologic regimes.This means that healthy wildlife coriidors, stream corridors, wetlands, and
ecosystems depend upon the quantity andadjity  open space in their plans will benefit from buyers
of the water that flows through them. who are willing to pay for those amenitieShe
majority of the Parish is rural, so opportunities to
As the Parish moves forward, watershed basecddress habitat are more possible because of
policies, decisions, and incentives should belready existing, andant wildlife habitat, large
managed by a Parish Watershed Coordinator witlopen spaces, and less development.
the authority to achieve colladration among all
entities. This Coordinator would work with the
Planning Commission to develop a watershed map
and prioritize the reduction of impacts and
alterations to the Parish hydrologWethods to
prioritize should include:

1 Renaturalizing bayous, streams, rivers,
and creeks thathave been channelized,
straightened, or concrete lined;

1 Offering expedited approvals and permits
to developers in exchange for
implementing  watershed  protection

beyond those required,; Actions to address habitat protection and

T Daylighting any drainage channels that enhancement within the Parish should include:
have been piped and covereand

ﬂ InSt'tut'ng more pena|tIeS for violation ﬂ Deveioping a habitat inventory;
activities that pOllutdhese water bodies q Establ|sh|ng an active pub“c education

program that includes methods of

Stl‘ategy Protect and enhance wildlife habitat ensuring property owner participation;

and open space 9 Ensuring intergovernmental coordination;
and

Li A& y2 &dNLINRES (KO @ ESaniBifng DSoMNRAS aftderstiips N &

most precious resources is its native wildlife with major landowners.

specdes and their habitatsNot only does wildlife

enhance quality of life, but it is highly valued for specific methods to protect anenhance wildlife
the contribution it makes to the economy, hapjtat should include the establishment of
tourism, recreation, hunting, fishing, and in someyidiife corridors which are a contiguous
cases, survivalFor these reasons, protection, greenbelt of native vegetation, averaging 200 feet
management, and enhancement of wildlife jde that connect larger habitat areasvildlife
habitats are critical to the overall goal of corridors could be developed in coordination with

Vision
Building Sustainable cﬁt)nmuniries z 03 0



VISION 2030t SNNBEo62yySQa

the construction of utility corridors, providing a
natural corridor within which utilities and

easements are located, as opposed to a swath of

land devoid of natural features, which is the
traditional method.Other provisions could include

creating overlay wtricts that protect physical

characteristics of the land such as trees and
vegetative cover, enforcing buffer zones from
sensitive habitat areas (previously mentioned),
requiring open space preservation,

tftly FT2NJ LGaA
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design, clearing restrictions);

Maintain existing forest canopy by
adopting regulations that restrict tree
removal;

Encourage reforestation of private land by
developing education, stewardship and
incentive programs; and

¢ NBES
efforts to plant more trees in the Parish

andAn excellent starting point is the partnership

establishing a conservation easement progranbetween Bayou and Resource Conservation &
with sustainable funding sources. Development Council (RC&D) and the Lafourche
Terrebonne Soil and Water Conservation District
that provided Terrebonne and Lafourche Parish
residents with Native Trees.
A loss of tree canopy cover is evident not only in
numbers of trees, but through the reduction in These trees were available on a 1 per household
the many benefits trees provideA healthy tree basis at tle North Terrebonne Library, on
canopy reduces the urban heat isth effect, Saturday March 3, 2012Zhe Tree Board should
reduces heating/cooling costs, lowers airbuild upon this partnership.
temperatures, reduces air pollution, reduces
water pollution, increases property Vvalues, Objective: Improve and Protect Water Quality
provides wildlife habitat, and provides aesthetic
and community benefits such as improved qualitylt should be a mission in any Parish to improve
of life. and protect its water qualityTerrebonne Parish,
as anMS4 permit holder, is required under the
To pootect, recover, and sustain the tree canopy,Clean Water Act to prevent ngpoint source
Terrebonne Parish should establish and formallypollution of water bodies in the ParisRrotecting
adopt a proactive Urban Forestry Managementt SNNBE o2y yS t I NRaAKQa NAGJS
Plan.This plan could be created and managed byroundwater quality keeps these waters safe for a
the Terrebonne Parish Tree Board, with themultitude of beneficAl uses such as drinking
intention to provide strateges, goals, policies, and water, fish habitat, recreation and irrigation. This
standards that protect and enhance tree canopyis accomplished by developing and implementing
within the ParishContents could include: water quality standards and storm water
management  plans, regulating sewerage
9 For new development, require a treatment systems and industrial dischargers,
homeowner to plant and maintain certain collecing and evaluating water quality data,
native trees before they receive a providing grants and technical assistance to
Certificate of Occupancy; reduce nonrpoint pollution sources, and providing
91 Prevent forest loss during development by loans to communities, or assisting communities in
adopting or amending site development the rural areas of the Parish to secure grants to
regulations and zoning (e.g., forestbuild treatment facilies. These last activities,
conservation regulations, open spacehowever, would be under the auspices of

Strategy:Increase tree canopy coverage
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Terrebonne Parish Consolidated GovernmenStrategy: Prevent water quality impairment

since outside of the City of Houma, there are no

other incorporated communities in the Parish. As previously mentioned, a Parish Watershed
Coordinator is recommended to develop a
comprehensive watershedased Storm Water
Management Plan that will address the spectrum
of water quality problems within the ParisBuch

a systematic approach, buildingpon related
ordinances and codes already in effect in
Terrebonne, should recognize interrelationships
among problems and the need for the parties
responsible for each water quality problem to
share in its solution. Responsible groups include
the public & large, a segment of the population,
individuals, or a particular industry or group of
industries.

One action that should be taken on the Parish
level to prevent water quality impairment and
create sustainable water management is to
promote watershed rstoration and educate
people about their watershed through public
service announcements, special events like clean
up days and storm drain marking, and educational
presentations to classrooms, special interest
groups, homeowners, contractors, developers,
etc.

Another action that can be taken on the Parish
level is to create property owner and developer
incentives.These could include:

q Offering property tax credits for storm
water Best Management Practices (BMP)
implementation in existing developments;

9 Creating a low or zero interest loan
program  for storm water BMP
improvements in existing developments;

1 Creating a local grant program fgtorm
water management BMPs; and

1 Requiring the use aftorm waterBMPs to
retain all runoff on site in all new
devebpments.
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Strategy: Prevent sanitary sewer overflows and enforcement of the State Sanitary Code and lack
leaks of control with monitoring the maintenance of
existing septic tank systemBackaged individual
According to the Upper Bayou Terrebonnesanitary sewer systems, often installed at single
Watershed Protection Plan (L&0301), one of family residences in rural areas, do ndé¢pend
the main problems with using conventional septicupon a soil septic procesdowever, these tend to
tank soil absorption systems in Louisiana is that 8degrade over time and are often not maintained
percent of the soil associations in Louisiana argroperly. As a result, these also leak into the
considered inadequate for conventional septicgroundwater and end up in water bodies,
tank systems as determined from the Soilcontributing to their overall condition of
Limitation Ratings for Sanitary Facilities (LDOTDmpairment.
1981).Another major component to the pollution
caused by septic tankystems is inadequate

Vision
Building Sustainable cﬁt)nmuniries z 03 0



VISION 2030t SNNBo2yySQa tfly F2NJ LGa CdzidzNB 6-9

BAYOU TERREBONNE

Building Sustalnﬁnsmn%lﬁg' 2 03 o



