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A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250’ radius of the
subject property have been notified. Staff received no calls regarding the request. Staff
recommends APPROVAL of the request.

A MOTION to APPROVE was made by Mr. David Tauzin, SECONDED by Mr. Matt
Chatagnier.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

YEAS: Newton, Chattagnier, Tauzin
NAYS: NONE

ABSTAINED: None

NOT VOTING: Konos

Chair declared the MOTION APPROVED.

b. Structure Variance: Rear yard setback variance from the required 30’ to 6° for placement of
two mobile homes on two separate lots.

Chair recognized Mrs. Gloria Alvis who stated that they are asking for permission to put 2
mobile homes on this property. The family wishes to be next to each other in order to care for
their disabled brother.

Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is asking for a rear yard
setback variance from the required 30° to 6’ for placement of two mobile homes on two separate
lots in an R-3 zoned district. Mobile homes are a permitted use in R-3 zoning districts.
However, the lots are approximately 107” deep so they are requesting a rea yard setback in order
to be able to maintain the side and front setback requirements. When zoning was created in this
area in 1976, mobile homes were not as long so the lot sizes may have allowed for the 30°
setback without the need for a variance. There is a mobile home with what appears to be a
setback less than 30” one block over on Daspit, but there are no mobile homes in that block of
Roussel or the adjacent Goode, Church, and Grinage Streets. The Board has approved similar
variance requests for other R-3 zoned lots for placement of mobile homes with setbacks ranging
from 5° to 25°. A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250°
radius of the subject property have been notified. Staff received 2 calls opposing the request.
The immediate adjacent neighbor (1007 Roussell St.) has submitted the attached statement and
she has requested it be distributed to all board members since she lives out of state and cannot
attend the meeting. She has also requested that we include a picture of her home next door to

applicant’s property.

No variance shall be authorized unless the board shall find that all of the following conditions

exist:

a. That the variance will not authorize the operation of a use other than those uses specifically
enumerated for the district I which is located the property for which the variance is sought;

b. .b That the development or use of the property for which the variance is sought, if limited by
a literal enforcement of the provisions of this chapter, cannot yield a reasonable return in
service, use or income as compared to adjacent conforming property in the same district;

c. That the plight of the owner of the property for which the variance is sought is due to unique
circumstances existing on the property, that the unique circumstances were not created by the
owner of the property and are not due to or the result of general conditions in the district in
which the property is located;

d. That the variance will not substantially or permanently injure the appropriate use of adjacent
conforming property in the same district’

e. That the variance will not alter the essential character of the district in which is located the
property for which the variance is sought; _

f. That the variance will not weaken the general purposes of this chapter or the regulations
herein established for the specific district;

g. That the variance will be in harmony with the spirit and purposes of this chapter;

h. That the variance will not adversely affect the public health, safety or welfare or the master
plan.

While the depth of the lot is less than those of modern-day subdivisions, the depth is the same as
many of the lots along that stretch of Roussel and Daspit. However, other lots and blocks in the
vicinity have lots that are deeper and some more shallow, so the general conditions of the district
vary. While there may not be many mobile homes in the area there are a number of traditional
frame houses and other structures with similar setbacks and what is being requested is a setback
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h. That the exception will not adversely affect the public health, safety or welfare or the master
plan.
The use as a school is listed amongst the allowed uses in a C5 district and would serve many of
the children who live in the surrounding residential areas. The expansion is needed to increase
classrooms and provide additional support such as the cafeteria, parking and drop off/pick up
staging areas, and an outdoor multipurpose athletic field. The school has been in the area for
many years and has become an essential fixture of the community and the identity of the
neighborhood. Living Word Church of Houma’s good neighbor efforts include limiting outdoor
activities to daylight hours, storm detention to reduce runoff, preservation of trees and improved
circulation and additional off-street stacking and parking to reduce traffic congestion. There
appears to be enough of a buffer zone to help diffuse some of the visual and audio disturbances.

A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 50° radius of the
subject property have been notified. Staff received one call of objection and one call of no
objection. Staff recommends APPROVAL. .

After a brief discussion, A MOTION was made by Mr. Matt Chattagnier, SECONDED by Mr.
David Tauzin to APPROVE.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

YEAS: Newton, Chattagnier, Tauzin
NAYS: NONE

ABSTAINED: None

NOT VOTING: Konos

Chair declared the MOTION APPROVED

d. Interpretation: Of Overlay District regulations pertaining to the installation of 19” pylon
signage.

Chair recognized Dawn Becker, 312 Bayou Gardens Blvd., who stated that she is representing

the owner of the property pertaining to approval of placement of 19” pylon signage on the soccer
fields.

Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that historically, the interpretation of the
overlay district zoning is that monument signs are the only detached sign type to be allowed but
the regulations also listed the maximum height for detached signs as 25°. When asked, staff had
been told that it was a typo and it was unclear as to how this should be resolved. When
approached by the applicant regarding this particular sign, it was explained that this type of sign
is a pylon sign- not a pole sign or a monument sign. Staff then noted that pylon sign is not listed
amongst the prohibited detached signs in the overlay district.

Sec. 28-178(2)f the Parish Code of Ordinances states that one of the powers of the Board of
Adjustment is “to interpret the zoning map and to pass upon disputed questions as they arise in
the administration of the zoning regulations™. Staff has brought this matter to the Board for their
interpretation of the signage regulations and will either continue with the historic interpretation
or modify going forward to allow for pylon signs at 25° or less.

A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250 radius of the
subject property have been notified. Staff received one call of no objection regarding the
request. Staff has interpreted the zoning to mean that pylon signs are a permitted sign type in the
overlay district. Staff would recommend that the Board concur with this interpretation.

A MOTION was made by Mr. Willie Newton, SECONDED by Mr. Matt Chattagnier, that
pylon signs are a permitted sign type in the overlay district.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

YEAS: Newton, Chattagnier, Tauzin
NAYS: NONE

ABSTAINED: None

NOT VOTING: Konos
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